SACRED MEN AND WOMEN

BOOK 1

by the
excava-
tion of a
sanctuary
at the
Canaan-
itish city
of Gezer.

or bore the children were deemed the human embodiments of
the two divinities, the men perhaps personating the sacred
stock, which appears to have been a tree stripped of its
branches, and the women personating the sacred stone,
which seems to have been in the shape of a cone, an obelisk,
or a pillar.1

These con-        These conclusions are confirmed by the result of recent re-
searches at Gezer, an ancient Canaanitish city, which occupied
a high, isolated point on the southern border of Ephraim,
between Jerusalem and the sea.     Here the English excava-
tions have laid bare the remains of a sanctuary with the
sacred stone pillars or obelisks (masseboth} still standing in
a row, while between two of them is set a large socketed
stone,   beautifully   squared, which  perhaps   contained   the
sacred stock or pole (askeraK).   In the soil which had accumu-
lated over the floor of the temple were found vast numbers
of male emblems rudely carved out of soft limestone; and
tablets of terra-cotta, representing in low relief the mother-
goddess, were  discovered   throughout   the   strata.     These
objects were  no  doubt votive - offerings presented  by the
worshippers to the male and female deities who were repre-
sented by the sacred stock and the sacred stones ; and their
occurrence in large quantities raises a strong presumption
that the divinities of the sanctuary were a god and goddess
The infants regarded as above all sources of fertility.    The supposition
ton**       is  further  strengthened  by a  very  remarkable  discovery,
sanctuary   Under the floor of the temple were found the bones of
may have   many new-born children, none more than a week old, buried
expected    in large jars.    None of these little bodies showed any trace
to be bom Qf mutiiation or violence; and in the light of the customs
practised in many other lands2 we seem to be justified in

again.

1 As to conical images of Semitic
goddesses, see above, pp. 34 sqq. The
sacred pole (asherah] appears also to
have been by some people regarded as
the embodiment of a goddess (Astarte),
not of a god. See above, p. 18, note 2.
Among the Khasis of Assam the sacred
upright stones, which resemble the
Semitic massebothj are regarded as
males, and the flat table-stones as
female. See P. R. T. Gurdon, The
(London, 1907), pp. ri2j^.,

150 sqq. So in Nikunau, one of the
Gilbert Islands in the South Pacific,
the natives had sandstone slabs or
pillars which represented gods and
goddesses. ** If the stone slab repre-
sented a goddess it was not placed
erect, but laid down on the ground.
Being a lady they thought it would be
cruel to make her stand so long." See
G. Turner, LL.D., Samoa (London,
1884), p. 296.
s See above, pp. 91 sqq.